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WILLIAM CRAIG, D. D. 
One of the Miniſters of Glaſgow. 


s 
A PERSON who has read over his Eſſe on 
0 


To ven is added, 


A LETTER wrote by the QUzR18T, 
in February 1761, after ſeeing the Doctor's 
Sermon, intitled, The Reverence which is 
due to the Name of God. 


Rom. in. 5. Whoſe are the fathers, and of whom as concerning 
the fleſh Chriſt came, who is over all, God bleſſed for euer. 
AMEN, 

Tit. ii. 13. Looking for that Bleſſed hope, and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 


1 John iii. 46. Herely perceive wwe the love of _ becauſe us 
laid down his life for Us, 
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Hether or not, after you have again 
viewed your Ess Ax on the life of JEsus 
CHRIST, and your two printed /ermons, and 
the general ſcope of all your diſcourſes, could 
you ſay, in the immediate view of entering 
into eternity, or leave in writing, to be read 
to your congregation at Glaſgow, after your 
death, what the Reverend Mr Richard Pear- 
fall left in writing, in the immediate view of 
approaching diſſolution, and was read to his 
congregation ſaon after his death * ? | 


| His words are as follow. 


— M Y friends, I have preached living, I 
„ would preach dying: from the pul- 
pit the ſound hath gone forth to your ears 
* at leaſt; if now from the chamber, the clo- 
* ſet, the bed, the ſame ſound 1s repeated, 
imagine the reaſon is, I would prevail. 


/ 


* Mr Riczaxů PEARSALL, author of the two volumes of 
Contemplations on the ocean, ſo largely recommended by Mr 
Hervey, was born at Kidderminſter, in Worceſter, - Aug. 29. 
1698. ; ſpent ten years of his miniſtry at Bromyeard, in Here- 
fordſhire; was removed to Warminſter, in Wilts, where he 
continued fifteen years; and his laſt abode in our world was at 
Taunton, in Somerſet, where he laboyred ather fifteen years, 
and there he finiſhed. his courſe, Nov. 1762. 
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© The preſent is to me a ſeaſon of reflection, | 
how, in what manner, I have exerciſed my 


' miniſtry, and to what purpoſe; and I in- 


treat moſt ſeriouſly and affectionately, that 


it may be to you a ſeaſon of due conſider- 


ation, how you have improved it. Hear- 
ken, therefore, to my bowels, *which are 
now ſounding towards you: hearken to 
the words of truth and ſoberneſs; hearken 
to the breathings, the ſolicitations of real 
and tender friendſhip; hearken to one that 
may ſpeak no more; hearken to * that 


God may hearken unto you. 


Would you know my heart then, withs 
out diſguiſe, while, in the views of death, 


my former miniſtry ? 1 will tell you moſt 
ſeriouſly, that as my preaching among you 
was extracted from the ever- bleſſed goſpel, 
and I daubed not with untempered mor- 
tar; ſo now, I ſtand to the doctrines I fa 
often delivered, and make them the baſis 


of my hope, and humble confidence in a 


fainting, dying ſeaſon. I know, in the 
preſent day, many ſentiments are propaga- 
ted diametrically oppoſite to each other; 
and perhaps, on the one fide and the o- 
ther there may be zeal; I am ſure another 
day will infallibly declare what is genuine 
goipel; every work will be manifeſt, for it 

all be as metal revealed by fire. Now, I 
cannot come to zou upon this head from 
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| ** :the other {ide of death; but as near as T 


% am to it, my perſuaſion does not abate; 
* nay, the more near, the more diſtin and 
% awful. views. L take of the future ſcene, the 
* more ſuitable I ſee theſe doctrines, which 
are uliar to the goſ I to be to the nature 
of God, the wants of my ſoul, and neceſ- 
6 — — every fallen creature. ; 
It was always my concern to call no 
* man father, or maſter, on earth. I paid, 
* indeed, a reſpect to. good men, ſo as not 
8 wantonly to differ from them; alſo a re- 
% ſpect to the footfteps of. the flock, ſo as not 
bi cauſeleſsly to deviate from them; and it 
% was one part of my ſatisfaction, that my 
* ſentiments in divinity coincided nearly 
* with thoſe. that I thought were the moſt 
* holy, and had moſt of the Spirit of God: 
7 —4 I never paid that * ig to divines, 
te or an aſſembly of divines, as to take any 
thing on their word: I carried all to the 
* law —— to the teſimony, as to a touch- 
L ſtone, and called nothing gold, nothing 
* truly valuable, but as agreeable to the 
<* ſcriptures of truth, and having a divine 
* ſtamp on it. I now (as far as I can) con- 
* firm what I have. before preached; and 
* would, in the moſt ſerious manner, as a 
* dying man and miniſter, recommend the 
* bleſſed goſpel, and all that em of ſacred 
* truths that runs through it. Think of no 
* juſtification but what is to be had * 
66 e 
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E * the righteoufuuſe of Chriſt, accepted by the 
, penitent ſoul in a way of humble faith. 
in every kind of approach to Go, 'whe- 
ther habitual or actual, ſeek acceptance in 
the beloved. Let him be your Mediator 
and High Prieſt, by whom you preſent 
yourſelves firſt, and then your various ſa- 
crifices, to the Lord of all; and think that 
he could be Prieft only, as he was and is 
Gop incarnate.” As I always maintained 
the doctrine of original fin, and preached to 
you as to perſons ; that needed a 'regenera- 
ting Spirit; ſo J verily believe, not only 
from the declarations of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer, but from the corruption of man's 
heart, from the nature of fin, as the ſoul's 
pollution, compared with the purity of the 
* divine nature, and of the heavenly world, 
* which are all purity, that verily, except a 
* man be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom 
© of of frogs I always endeavoured to ca 

« you off from ſelf-ſeeking and ſelf-depend- 
* ance, to God and his glory, that you 
“ might not imagine you were your own, 
and might act as you pleaſed. 1 ſhewed 
* that you could be bleſſed only in the divine 
* favour and ſmiles, as I often inſiſted on 
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_ © the mediation of Chriſt, and your oneneſs 


* with him in the way of faith, in order to 
* your union with God, and felicity 3 in him; 
* and with all this the neceſſity of the Spirit 


* boleneſs to create you anew, and preſerve 


* you 


121 

« you ſafe unto the heavenly kingdom. i 
&« appeal to you, whether I have not made 
« ſuch points as theſe capital; whether theß 
« have not been as bread and ſalt at our lf 
« tables, attending our daily food; whether | 
et they have not run through my miniſtry, = 
« intimately co-mingling themſelves with it. 
I ſtill think I ſhould have done ſo; and 
had my miniſtry been never ſo far pro- 
tracted, I am ſatisfied I ſhould have perſe- 
« veredin this ſcheme of doctrine, building on 
* this foundation, not wood, hay, ſtubble 
© of vain confidence, ill founded hopes, car- 
„nal liberties, pride, and hypocriſy; but 
old, filver, precious ſtones, the living gra- 
« ces, and ſpiritual duties, of vital Chriſtia- 
„nity, with a waiting on the Lord, in the 
ay that, he hath preſcribed, that in all he 
may be glorified, and we may receive li- 
* vying waters through theſe pipes of con- 
veyance from the grand Keſervorr, in which 
« it hath pleaſed 5 Father that all fulnes 

* ſhould dwell. As I did not preach. Chri- 
1 ſtianity to confiſt in a hfeleſs profeſhon; ſo 
7 ': Preſſed it often on your conſcience, that 

© you ſhould ſee to it, that there was a real 

union between Chriſt and you; and that it 
ce „be ſuch a joining yourſelves to the Lord; 

* as is productive of real diſcipleſhip, and ſo 

„ Jou follow che Lord in the way of univer- 
* fal holineſs. 

* In ſhort, I am perſuaded my ſcheme was 


good; 


' ̃¶ — . 


S /advancement'of Chryft's botiour, in his per- 
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* good; I mean, evangelical; and it tended 
i all its lines, to one grand centre, 2 | 


* -plory of God, as. holy, juſt; and good; the 


ſon, power, love, merit, and faithfulneſs; 
“ the honour of the bleſſed- Spirit; and the 
< holineſs, ſafery;: comfort, and felicity o 

4 God's people here and Tens, 1 have 
only to regret it, my friends, that 1 treat 
ed theſe things no more in a way ſuitable 
to their moſt glorious nature anti dignity. 
Well then, (to diſmiſs this ſubject), as far 
as theſe things appear to you to be the doc- 
trines of the goſpd, -adhere to them, bind 
© them as frontlets between your eyes, as 
ſignet on your right arms, as'a crown anc 


royal diadem on your heads, and 


day recollect chem and lire upon them. 
* Knowing that ſhortly 1 muſt put off this 
+ tabernacle, I mention theſe things, partly 
© to bear my teſtimony in a ſolemn manner, 
< to truths chat many are oppoſing, and o- 
© thers are permitting the enemies to 

< out of their hands, as if the faith delivered 
to the ſaints were not to be contended 
* for; and partly, that I may uſe my beſt 

« endeavour, that you may be able, after my 
G nen, to have them] in remembrance. | 


nn it is let to Mer Craig's s own bd 
and the impartial world to determine, (if he 
n anſwer che query in the mk 
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if it be not High time for him to change his way 
of writing, and method of preaching. And, 
if ſome godly orthodox miniſter in the eſta- 
blifkment do not take notice of his Eſſay on 
the hife of Jeſus Chriſt, and alſo of A.B.'s letter, 
printed on the cover of the Scots Magazine 
fer November laſt, ſaid to be wrote by Mr 
F. in K,, and make proper remarks 
upon them, the Queriſt ſhall endeavour to 
mourn in ſecret; that zeal for God, and a. 
concern for the evangelical truths of the e- 
verlaſting goſpel, have fo far departed from 
the'miitiſters in the preſent judicatories. 
Though it may be acknowledged, that in 
the above Eſay, there are ſome pretty maſter- 
ly ſtrokes, in delineating the character of the 
bleffed Jeſus, particularly in exhibiting him 
as a pattern of piety and virtue, and an ex- 
ample of patience and reſignation ; yet, who- 
ever reads it over with proper attention, will 
find the Doctor is no great enemy either to 
the Arian, Socinian, Arminian, or Pelagian 
tenets, but in many places ſeems to breathe .= 
forth a fimilarity of ſentiment with them. . = 1 
The juſtneſs of this remark will appear abun- — 
dantly erident, if che following pages of the 'Y 
4 Eſay are properly conſulted; viz. page 1, 2, | 
Ss 7, 18, 23, 27, 32, 35, 37, 43» 44, 47, 48. 
$4, 59, 61, 74, 86, 89, 93, 95, 115, 121, 
I CO. i Ty te 
The Queriſt has no intention to animad- 
vert upon this performance; this, he ww 
TM B | wil 


[ 10 1] | 
will be undertaken by ſome better hand: all 
he deſigns, is to ſelect a paſſage or two, with 
à view to corroborate the above infinuation, 

and induce ſome others to take a more nar- 
row 1N(DEGHon BEAT... 4 4 © Ee 
The Doctor, in his preface ts the Eſſay, 
ſets out with an air of ſelf-approbation,; and 
paſſes a pretty ungenteel compliment upon all 
who have formerly Wrote on this ſubject. He 
alledges, that though many uſeful obſerva- 
* tions have been made, by different writers 
on the life of Jeſus; yet what they have 
obſerved, gives us rather a detail of ſcat- 
i tered, though beautiful particulars; than 
« a ſingle and connected view of the whole 
character at once.” No doubt the Eſſayiſt 
imagines he has amended this defect in all 
the preceding writers, and favoured us with 
a complete and well. connected view of the cha- 
racter of the bleſſed Jesus. But, perhaps, if 
his Eſſay were carefully examined, it will be 
found to be as defective with regard to ſome 
of the great lines of the REDEEMER's life and 
character, as any performance on the ſubject 

hitherto offered to the public. © 
The leading topic, which runs through 
the whole Eſay, and which the Doctor fre- 
quently inculcates, is, * That the great de- 
* ſign of Chriſt's coming into the world, was 
* to inſtruct men, who were ſunk in igno- 
* Trance and vice, and ſhew them an example 
of meckneſs and patience under diſtreſs 3 
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* noch ſubriilion and reſignatioh to the FI | 


« vine will.“ Many paſſages might be quo- 


ted to confirm this. He introduces himſelf, 


p. F. by acquainting his readers, that“ Jeſus 
«< was ſent into this world with a view to 

plant the principles of virtue, and religious 
* wiſdom, in the hearts of men.” And p. 74. 
he boldly affirms, that © his /o project in this 
„ world, was to ſpread into 80 minds of 
men thoſe divine inſtructions which he 
© brought from God.” Does not this cut off 
Chriſt's ſatigfaction at one blow? And would 
not Socinus himſelf, if alive, ſubſcribe to it? 
That it was part of Chriſt's defign in coming 
into the world to inſtruct men, and leave 
them an example of piety and purity, 1s not 
refuſed : but that he had a ſtill higher end in 
view, is firmly maintained. Were not all 
men originally depraved, and become guilty” 
before God, by the breach made in the divine 
law, by our fœderal repreſentative? Well, 
was not God to be glorified, and his wrath 
endured and appeaſed ; juſtice to be ſatisfied; 
the law magnified ; fin expiated; and the 
guilty ſoul redeemed, by a ſatisfaction ade- 
quate to the offence, and commenſurate to 
the divine law? 

How were theſe divine inſtructipns of this 
bleſſed Teacher of mankind reliſhed? Why, 
the Doctor tells us, p. F. That the princi- 

pal obſtruction which Jeſus had to encoun- 
4 8 in the execution of this deſign, [v:z, 
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s the hearts. of. men) was that H — | 


: [ 12 Il | 
ates the principles of virtue, Ge. in 


en to the intereſts and diſtinQions of this 

« world, Which f 1s. erf rooted in the heart 
6 « of men.” What could 'Pelagius himſelf, 
or the moſt firenuous of his followers, object 
to this? Was the original corruption and 
depravity of mens heart, nor the carnality, 


enmity, and reigning unbelief, which is in 


the hearts of all men by nature, (of which 


the ſcripture ſpeaks ſo fully and clearly of), 


no. obſtruction in the , ap of this divine 


Fahner? 


The Doctor, p. „ 48. ht to make repent- | 
ance and Xu ei to the goſpel, the founda- 
tion of pardqn and future bliſs. Is not the 
abedience and ſufferings of Chriſt the alone 
ground of our juſtification and eternal happi- 
neſs? The ſeripture expreſsly declares, that 
it is not by works. of righteouſneſs which we have 
done, but according to his mercy be Javed us, by 
the waſhing of regeneration, and renewmg of the 


Holy Ghoſt: that we are juſtified freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Jejus | 


Chrift : that wwe are redeemed by ibe precious 
blood of Chriſt : that we are accepted in the belo: 
ved; in whom we have redemption through his 


bload, the forgivens/s Y 19 5 , way, tothe 
riches of of his us fl 


12 blood, wwe 


r things of a 


-_ he 


81 

be Eſſayiſt ſeetns to inſinuate, p 86, 89, 
4 —— the holy Jeſus was olle of 
the evil paſliohis, incident to human nature, 
though the gentle / diftates and ſuperior in- 
fluence 'of his generous compaſſion for man 
totally ſuppreſſed them. Nay, in p. 4 he 
has thefe expreſs” and remarkable words; 
The worathful and vindictiue paſſions of the 
* human heart ſeem to have Had, in no in- 
* ſtance, the direction of hisconduRt ; though 
* they often met with the ſevereſt provoca- 
tion. Te Does not this plainly ſay, that 
wrath 2 and vindictius paſſions lodged in his 
breaſt? Is it not ſomewhat ſhocking to aſcribe 
ſinful baſans to the bleſſed Redeemer, whom 
the ſcripture repreſents to be holy, harmleſs, 
undefiled, and ſeparute from innert? 
All the farther 1 remark that the 
Queriſt thall make on this performance at 
preſent, is, That the Doctor has never aſſert- 
ed the divinity or co equality of our Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt with the Father; nor is he ſo much 
as once called Gop through the whole Eſſay: 
and in quoting ſome paſſages of ſeripture, 


where his divinity is aſſerted, the Doctor 


takes cart to conceal thoſe clauſes, as in the 
Eſſay, p. 1, 7, 115. and chuſes to give him 
the epithets of an extraordinary man, an extraor- 
* perſon, the good man, and the like, as 

n p. 7, 121, 126. To omit ſuch a mi 
2 of the bleſſed Redeemer's character, 


and to write in ſuch an overly ſtrain, might 
have 


% 


ou 
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Have bene pegel from Arius, and exciſed : 
in one of his diſciples ; but to come from a 
Dodter divinity in the church of Scotland, 
and from one of the miniſters too of the city 
of Glaſgow, once ſo famous for * and 

neee is ſcarce pardonable. | 

But what ſays the f ſacred oracles of — 2 
dorable Jznoyan-Jesus? It ſays, That he 
« is Go ovER ALL bleſſed for ever: That 
& he is the great God; and our Saviour: 
* That in love Gad laid down his life for us: 
That his blood is the blood of God: That 
jn the beginning was the Word; and the 
Word was with God; and the Word was 

Sed: That he is the true God, 88 
* nal life: That he thought it no robbe 
© be equal- with God: That he. crea al 
Be "things; ; and that without him nothing was 
made that was made.” Thoſe are à fer of 
the gg ſtrokes of the Redeemer s characr 
ter. 15 ' 

What 3 the. Confeſſion of faith, (which, I 
ſoppaſe, Mr Craig has figned) of the adorable 
J=RHovan-Jesus ? See chap. 8. par. 2. The 
* Son'of God, the {ſecond enen in the Tri- 
Z nity, being very and eternal Gop, of one 
© ſubſtance, and equal. with the Father, did, 
© 'when the tulneſs of time was come, take 


* upon him man's nature, with all the eſſen- 
fi, tial properties and common infirmities 
thereof, yet without fin; being concei ved 
«- ew the power of the Holy Ghoſt, in the 


womb 


Lr 


1 | 

a2 "« womb of che virgin Mary, of her fub- 
1 « ſtance. So. that two whole, perfect, and 
7 & diſtinct natures, the Godhead and the 
4 < manhood, were inſeparably joined toge- 
1 « ther in one perſon, without converſion, 

mn % compoſition, or confuſion; which — 
e is vERTY GoD, and very man; yet one 
t 1 * Chriſt, the only Mediator betwixt God and 2 
* « man.“ Now, it is left to the impartial 
: world to judge, whether or not, in this one 
t ſingle paragraph of the Confeſſion, there is not 


more ſaid to the honour of the adorable great 
God our Saviour, than in the DoQtor's whole 


Eſſex an the he of Jejus Cri 


The followiog letter was wrote on reading 
over the Doctor s ſermon. 


Rev. SR, February 9. 1962. 
9 R '8Þt, very right it is to ery down, and 
expoſe the abominable God-provo- 
* king fin " Ffwearms, and profaning the 
* name of the adorable, eternal, glorious Lord 
* God: but what is the only method of de- 
« ſtroying this fin, and of pulling it up from 
I 4 the foundation? Is it the ſober and reli- 
10us education of our children, and parents 
2 3 of them, in their earlieſt years, to a 
9 rice ſenſe of God, and a reverend attend 
* ance on the ſacred inſtitutions his ſervice? 
* Can parents form their children? Will a 
religious education pull up from the foun- 
dation 
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Atzen any fin Ought you not to have 
C ei ene auditbry, that excepr a man be born 
Again, bt cannot enter into the kingdom of Ded. 
« ver? That except the /overeigngrace' of God 
be put forth upon the ſoul, to change the 
* mind, ſin, no ſin, can be pulled up from 
the foundation? That the grabd'controver- 
hs; "ty that God has with the generation, is their 
deſpiſing Chriſt,” as the a the on way, 
« to God: and glory? That wnbelizf, firiners 
not believing on the Son of Godj/'lis at the 
foundation of all the ſweating, lying, drun- 
* kenneſs, Sabbath- profanation, and all the 
« abominable wickedneſs that is rampant in 
© this city? And if once loſt undone ſinners 
* were intereſted in Chriſt; and in his glo- 
* rious, law-magnifying, God-honouri 
* righteouſneſs by faith, that faith wobld in- 
i fluencethem.to honour and regard the name 
of God, and pay a ene to un his con- 
« mandments.” 
In page 33, about che hed; wc intimate, 
that the fear of God, (which, as an act of 
the creature, is a work of che law), is the 
only ſolid and immoveable foundation of 
« future happineſs.” And from about the 
middle of ſame page to the foot, you have 
theſe very remarkable words, ſpeaking of 
what parents ſhould: teach their children, . 
„Teach them, that the rules of integrity and 
truth, of temperance and modeſty, indu- 
4 * ry, and charity, (which you 3 


do 


We ©: — n 1 1 * 


iche great. 


one, a precious corner-flote, a Jure fou 


. 17. 5 
bo their eſteem), are the 'ſtatutes of: Ixno- 
„ vans kingdom, and. ſtamped. with his: 


authority; that they are the meaſures which 
Ruler Tr the world, hath. preſcri - 0 
« bed, by Which alone mankind can attains 
to happineſs and peace under his admini- 
K addon, And you 3 the ſubſtance of 
the ahove in page 4ath. at the foot, 41ſt at 
the head, and 43d; about the middle. Now, 
Sig it is left to your ſerious. e 
* whether, or not you have, in the ahqye· 
quoted pages; placed the works: of the; 
© in, the room of the glorious and all perfect 
1 of Cori Jeſus, God awer all, 
« bleſſed, jor ever, 2 XXyili. 1 6. 
« Than thus ſaith the rd. 70d, Behgld, I 
« lay in Zion for a foundation, a flone, 4 tried 
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„ K.; 2 Cor. v. 21. For he hath made Bim to 
* be fin for us, who knew no fin; that we might 
* be made the righteouſneſs of God in him; 
Rom. iii. 22. 24. 25. 27. 28. Gal. ii. 16. 
** Phil. iii. 9.; and to the whale ſcope of the 
* Old and New Teſtament : and alſo con- 
* uy to the Confeſhon of faith, chap. 11, 
part 1ſt and 3d, chap. 19, part 6th. 
* Reverend Sir, I would adviſe you, for 
the good of your own ſoul, and the ſouls 
* of the congregation that you are over, in 
« „ the providence of God, to read, with at- 
* tention, and with an eye to God for a 
« biting on them, the following TH 
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lp fying, God-honouring righteoulnelgy 7 
4 ON the only ſole and immoveable f 
3 2 1 of BN happineſs,” but that dies dec! 
I ttine you, one of the miniſters of Glasow 
1 « has publilked to the world in the above 
F pgstieed pages of your ſermon „will be pus 
<" blicly taken Bec of. This is from eng 
| 4 who deſires heartily to love and eſteem all 

8 the miniſters who have taken up, and ur- 

© - we the apoſfle's fend, i 1 Cor. 11. 2 
7 _. Eg not Yo know ng as) 
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